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CHANCELLOR’S MESSAGE
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challenging world. The education you have received at UBC is the
best any university can offer. It forms the foundation upon which
you will build your future achievements.

As you make your way through the next phase of your career, be
aware of the impact UBC has on your community. You will see
newspaper reports of the achievements of our researchers, hear
stories of the successes of your classmates or read about advanc-
es UBC has made in the education of its students. You may be
moved to become involved again in UBC as a volunteer or as a
donor. This is your university, and the opportunities it offers are
open to you for life.

| hope your time here has taught you the value of knowledge. |
hope, too, that you have learned to recognize the opportunities
presented by change, and that you have acquired the skills and
courage to take advantage of that change.

Again, congratulations on your accomplishment.

Allan McEachern, Chancellor
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uation also marks the point at which you
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our newly acquired degree, whatever
'wur.dlsciplmary background or your career goals, you will leave
UBC with a sharpened awareness of the wider world that awaits
you and that will look to you for ideas and solutions. Society will
depend upon you to help eradicate injustice, inequality, and pov-
erty; it will be up to you to find answers for the social, economic,
and environmental probiems that confront us.

Understandably, you may have some doubt and uncertainty
about the extent to which you can change things for the better,
given the seeming determination of our species to make things
worse, whether through devastating wars or endless exploitation
of the earth’s diminishing natural resources; whether through
widespread abuses of human rights or failure to halt the pollution
that is creating uncontrollable climate changes. Such dramatic

developments may well leave you feeling inadequate or helpless
n the belief that you can have little or no influence on the crises
nd calamities that face our society.

At this moment, however, as you begin a new stage in your life
nd experience, you should recognize that you can and will make
difference, because you possess the knowledge and skills that
are conferred by a good education.

At every level of your UBC education, you have been exposed to
the rigours of critical thinking, to the complexities of problem-
solving, and to the need for risk-taking and imagination in the
creation of new ideas. Your course-work has provided you with
strong communication skills in a variety of media, and taught
you the value of teamwork and collaboration. | hope that you
have encountered people and ideas from a wide variety of back-
grounds, in the process acquiring a new understanding of, and
respect for, cultures and traditions that differ from your own.

As graduates of the University of British Columbia, you now have
a unique opportunity to turn your hard-earned expertise and
knowledge to good use, to become involved in your society, and
to offer your ideas and solutions with the confidence that they
will be heard and respected.

Whatever the challenges that await you, | am confident that, as

a member of the UBC Graduating Class of 2007, you have the
potential, not only to achieve personal and professional success,
but also to help move society towards the ideals of peace, justice,
and prosperity for all.

Stephen Toope
President
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